
Wednesday 28 March 

St Mary’s Year 5 Gala Day 

Thursday 29 March 

Last Day of Term One 

Easter Liturgy 9:50 am 

Interschool Cross Country 

12:-00—2:30 pm 

Charlie Love carries the baton! 

Monday 16 April 

Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday 17 April 

First Day of Term Two 

Monday 23 April 

ANZAC Day School Service  

11:00 am RSL Sub-Branch 

Wednesday 25 April 

ANZAC Day 

Wednesday 16  

to Friday 18 May 

Year 8 Camp 
 

Accepting Enrolments for  

Years 7, 8 and 9 for 2019 

and 

Years 7, 8,  9 and 10 for 2020 

It has certainly been a huge fortnight making it hard to know where to start 

and how to capture the dynamic and exciting moments that have made up 

the learning and teaching at McAuley College since our last newsletter. 

 

On Monday, it was wonderful to ‘turn green’ in acknowledgment of         

MacKillop’s Celebration Day. The program for our Celebration Days allows 

each House to share with the whole College a 

little of the story of their founder and to link 

this into a service project. MacKillop reminded 

us of the work of St Mary of the Cross (Mary 

MacKillop), Australia’s first saint. They did a 

great job of linking the values integral to Mary 

MacKillop’s work of love and kindness with 

the call for us to all be proactive in addressing 

bullying as part of the nationwide response to 

“Bullying No Way”  

It was a privilege to welcome 

the Mayor of the Scenic Rim, 

Cr Greg Christensen, who      

addressed the students around 

the issue of bullying. The     

message was simple and 

clear… “Only I choose my      

actions and my reactions; and 

so, I must commit to be the 

best me that I can be each 

day.”  

 

 

Issue 5:  22 March 2018 

End of Term One Reports 
will be published on 

Thursday 29 March on 
the Parent Portal by 

3:00pm 



 

 

The students then pledged in their PC jar and on their 

puzzle pieces the ways in which they would ensure our 

community were united in saying no way to bullying 

and building a positive community.  

 
 

  

On Tuesday night, we were proud to welcome renowned speaker Mr Brett Lee to engage our parents on the 

issues of Online Safety and Cyberbullying. It was certainly a well-timed and welcomed information session with 

parents providing excellent feedback on the presentation. With over thirty parents present, Brett encouraged 

parents to take charge of online safety. Just as we have the right to know who our child is talking to and where 

they are going in the real world; so, we must also know who they are talking to and what sites they are visiting 

online. Brett Lee told us to parent the same with the same values in the online environment, as we do in the 

physical world.  

 

There were five simple principles Brett Lee shared 

with parents. Amongst all five, it was clear that the   

success relied on good communication with our sons 

or daughters, to build our relationship so they always 

feel safe to talk with us around issues or problems they 

may experience online.  

 

And so, the Five Principles included -  

Set clear rules and boundaries 

You make the final decision 

Use management controls (but Brett Lee warned 

this is just one part of the measures required) 

Stay up to date on usage 

Communicate with your kids. 

 

It is well worth parents visiting Brett Lee’s website for up to date articles on issues related to online safety. 

https://www.internetsafeeducation.com/ 

 

I would encourage parents to view the FAMILY ZONE application. It is one of those management controls 

which should not be used in isolation but can empower parents in assisting their children to work and play      

responsibly in the online world. 

 

 

 

Well done to our Year 7 students on the way they engaged in their first Reflection 

Day centred around the touchstone of BELIEVE. It was a great way for the students 

to connect with the other students within their year group, as well as build their      

understanding of our community.  

 

We thank the staff involved in the delivery of the program, especially Mr Harris,      

Mr Borg, Mrs Penner and Mrs Brechin.  

https://www.internetsafeeducation.com/


So much more happening… our first Music Tours to All Saints’ and St Mary’s; A visit to All Saints’ to talk to 

prospective parents about McAuley College; a visit from our colleagues in Brisbane Catholic Education to talk 

around our SMART Literacy Goal for 2018 and our targeted work to explicitly teach and build literacy in each 

of our students; and finishing with our students engaging in the ‘Growing Up in Queensland” Workshops… one 

of only forty schools in Queensland approached for our students to have a voice. Busy, exciting and             

dynamic… there are not enough words to describe the amazing opportunities, their breadth and width, here at 

McAuley College! 

 

It is hard to believe we are entering the final week of Term One. I invite all parents to join us for our Easter     

Liturgy on Thursday, starting at 9.50 am. This will be followed by our Interhouse Cross Country starting at 

12.30 pm at the Beaudesert Showgrounds, Mrs Richards would welcome any parent volunteers who can      

assist on the day, but all are welcome to join us. The last day is just as important as the first day and so I      

encourage parents to support us in building a culture where attendance every day is expected and applauded. 

 

We wish Charlie Love all the best on this day when he will carry the Queen’s Relay Baton. A huge       

achievement for Charlie and our College. 

 

In Mercy, 

Deidre Young 

Principal 

 

BELIEVE… In action 

 

Year 7 Reflection Day – BELIEVE 

On Thursday 15 March our Year 7 cohort gathered at The Centre for Arts and Culture in Beaudesert for a    

reflection day.  The day focussed on our first College touchstone value of BELIEVE.  The day was presented 

by College staff, who have many years experience in facilitating retreats, reflection days and camps, both as 

teachers and professional facilitators.  The three key presentations of the day were; BELIEVE in self,            

BELIEVE in others and BELIEVE in God.  It was a very positive and community building experience as       

highlighted by the sample of student reflections and photos below. 

 

“Our first session of the day was with Mrs Brechin who spoke about     

believing in ourselves…Her inspiring words were something that I will 

never forget.’ Caitlin 

 

“We learnt that you don’t bully people because it can impact them and 

talked about believing in others.” Brandon 

 

“I learnt a lot about myself and others.  I also learnt what values we have 

and God wants you to be you and believe in yourself.” Polla 

 

 

“I learnt how I have so many gifts and that I was lucky to have them.  I 

also learnt that by believing in others they would believe in you and you 

feel really good about yourself.” Alex 

 

McAuley College would like to acknowledge and thank the      

Scenic Rim Regional Council for their generous in-kind grant for 

use of The Centre for Arts and Culture for our Year 7 Reflection 

Day  

Lukah, Zoe and Emily present a drama on self-identity  

Ms Penner facilitating a session on BELIEVE in God  



Rohingya Appeal  

Our contribution to Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion Lenten appeal draws to a close this coming week. 

This appeal has been an opportunity for our students to build a sense of solidarity with those that are struggling 

to meet even the most basic of needs.  This sense of being generous contributors to society in whatever way we 

can is an important lesson.  Thank you to parents who have supported their child in using their time and energy 

to raise sponsorship money for the appeal.  

Many thanks to all parents for your ongoing support of the College in the education of your child. May God bless 

you and your family over the upcoming break and may you experience the grace and hope of Easter as we       

celebrate the love of God for us demonstrated in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.    

David Harris 
Assistant Principal – Religious Education 

 

LEARN ...In action 

Last Monday (12 March) I had the opportunity of attending the Year 8 

Geography and Science Excursion to Thunderbird Park on Tamborine 

Mountain.  The day was organised by Mrs Pamela Brechin and             

Mrs Tenille Brimson, and was broken into two parts.  In the morning     

students worked at the mine site to search for thunder eggs.  These are 

crystal laden rocks formed from gas bubbles in lava flows.  Various         

crystals, such as amethyst, form from the chemicals in the lava trapped 

in the bubbles as the lava cools and solidifies. Our Year 8s were quite 

successful in finding some small and medium sized thunder eggs.         

Although time didn’t permit on the day, the Thunderbird Park staff offered to cut open the larger thunder eggs 

should any of our students have the opportunity to return to the park. 

 

The second part of the day was devoted to an indigenous presentation by local 

indigenous elder Mr Douglas James.  Mr James stepped our students through a 

number of indigenous ceremonies and explained the purpose behind activities 

such as the “welcome to country” and “acknowledgement of country” activities we 

often see conducted at gatherings in Australia today. 

 

I’d like to thank Mrs Brechin and Mrs Brimson for the hard work they put into planning and conducting this       

excursion.  Once again our students were able to engage in rich learning activities that began in the classroom, 

stepped into the wider community and returned to the classroom to demonstrate their learning. 

 

Our first Parent/Teacher Interviews for the year will be held on Monday 23 April from 3:30pm to 6:00pm, in 

the Ellen Whitty Centre.  Interviews will be 10 minutes in length and parents will have the opportunity to meet 

with each of their son or daughter’s teachers.  Parents will be able to make interviews using the Parent Teacher 

Online (PTO) software that will is accessible via the College’s Parent Portal.   

 

PTO will be opened for use after 3:00pm on Thursday 29 March and remain open for parents to make an             

appointment until 9:00 am on Friday 20 April. 

 

As next week is the last week of term before our two week Easter break I’d like to take this opportunity to wish 

everyone in the McAuley College Community a Happy Easter.  I’m taking some long service leave at the start of 

Term Two and as such won’t be back on campus until Monday 30 April.  Have a great week and enjoy the two 

weeks of school holidays. 

 

Michael Darcy 

Deputy Principal 



SPORTS NEWS 
 

SECA Swimming Carnival  

A story from Jack Dennis – Year 7 Student  

On Friday 9 March, a team of McAuley College students set off to the Chandler Swimming 

Complex to compete in the SECA Swimming Carnival. We arrived, got changed and headed 

to the warm up pool to get our first glimpse at the competition.  Throughout the day we had 

the chance to compete in 50 metre events for all swimming strokes before participating in age 

group relays.  This year there was also a mega relay, with teams consisting of one swimmer 

from each age group from 12 Years through to 17 Years.  Even though we did not have      

swimmers from each age group, we still participated in the relay and had a great time.  At the 

end of the day there was an awards presentation where Anna Brandon (13 Years Girls)      

received Runner-up Age Champion before McAuley College were announced as the Overall 

Percentage award winners.  We had great day and thank Mrs Teese for coming along to     

support us.   

Congratulations to all students involved, this was another amazing achievement for our College.  Special thank 

you again to Mrs Teese for travelling with the team as well as Mr and Mrs Blyton who supported the students 

throughout the day.   

In other exciting news, we are collecting tickets as part of the Coles Sport for Schools           

initiative.  There are boxes available for ticket collection at Coles Beaudesert and we will also 

set up a box in the reception area here at school.  This is a wonderful opportunity for our 

school to access more equipment for our students and continue maximising our                   

engagement in different types of Sports.  We thank you in advance for your support.   



Morning Training Update  

At the time of writing, I have just returned from our final morning swimming training for the term.                   

Congratulations to all students who took up this opportunity and represented the College within the wider    

community while working to improve their fitness and overall wellbeing.   I would also like to thank the parents 

for their support of this activity and the early morning starts, it really is so pleasing to see!  Please see the       

Parent Portal for some video footage of our students hard at work throughout the sessions this term.         

Swimming training will recommence in Term Four.   

 

Friday 23 March will be the final morning training session of Term One, however Friday morning training will 

continue throughout Term Two and Three with a variety of options including long distance runs and circuit 

training sessions.  Thank you again to all families who have contributed breakfast for our trainers.     

 

2018 Pacific District Representative Trials   

There have been a number of students represent the College in recent Pacific District Trials in the last          

fortnight.   

Special congratulations to the following students who have been selected for the next phase of competition in 

their respective sports.   

Jack Dennis – Beaudesert Zone Soccer, Isabelle Hardy & Darcy Riddle – Beaudesert Zone Touch Football.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10-12Years Boys Soccer 13-15 Years Girls Touch Football 10-12 Years Touch Foot-

ball 

McAuley College is participating in a competi-

tion run by Freedom Property.  Click on the 

link below and join via Facebook.  Then vote 

for McAuley College.  We need your vote to 

help fund our vital service work. 

Visit Freedom Property and vote for McAuley 

Congratulations to Carly Griffiths 
who competed in the 10-12 Years 

Girls Soccer trials.  

https://www.freedomproperty.com.au/Community


Congratulations to Olivia Webb who took out Champion C Gelding at the   

Queensland all Welsh Show.  Olivia and her pony Oliver Twist had a very         

successful weekend, also placing in the Dressage Competition.  Well done!   

 

The countdown to the Commonwealth Games is well 

and truly on, with the Gold Coast and wider community 

preparing for the competition and celebration to begin in 

just under 15 days time.  Here at McAuley College we 

have our very own story to share with Year 8 student 

Charlie Love selected to carry the baton during the 

Queen’s Baton Relay.  We are so incredibly proud of 

Charlie and cannot wait to hear all about his experience.  

Charlie will carry the baton on Thursday 29 March in 

Ipswich.   

     Charlie, I hope you enjoy EVERY MOMENT of this once in a lifetime experience.   

 

 

It has been a busy start to 2018 with sport, sport, and more sport!  It has certainly been amazing to see so 

many of our students strive for personal excellence across a variety of different sporting contexts.  Thank you 

to all who have contributed, enjoy a great break (or catch some more sport by attending the Commonwealth 

Games), ready to do it all again in Term Two.   

 

Yours in Sport  

Mrs Amy Richards -  Sports Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Enrolling for Prep 

Please spread the word if you know of families who have children who might be eligible to start in Prep next 

year – children born between 1 July 2013 – 30 June 2014.  

Our continued strong focus on oral language and literacy in the early years is showing pleasing student      

results, and this will continue in the coming years.   

 We are also taking enrolments across some year levels (Years 1 – 6) and would welcome an opportunity to 

discuss this with potential families.  

 

 

Attention: All Parents 

Are you interested in attending this        

informative opportunity for parents on 

behalf of McAuley College? 

If yes, please contact Mrs Young to discuss 

Our sincere apologise for not 

acknowledging Joshua Brown 

in his success for qualifying 

for the South East Zone      

Soccer Trials.                    

Congratulations, Well Done  



MUSIC NEWS 
On Tuesday, the College Choir, alongside two of 

our Instrumental students, embarked on the first 

performance of their “mini tour”. The students travelled to All 

Saints’, to perform the pieces they have been working on this 

term – Happy, by Pharrell Williams (complete with actions!!), 

and Say Something, by A Great Big World. With only having 

seven rehearsals under their belt, the Choir did an absolutely  

fantastic job. They had energy and enthusiasm and were all 

very excited for their first official performance. It was              

incredibly well-received by the staff and students of All Saints’, 

with their students joining in with the actions to Happy, which 

was even more energising for the Choir. Needless to say, the Choir returned to school on an absolute high! 

 

Grace Cahill played Yellowbird on the piano, and Jake McDonald 

played Mission Impossible and Sunshine of Your Love on the guitar. 

Solo performance can be quite daunting, 

but Grace and Jake were flawless, and it 

shows just what they are capable of 

when they perform for an audience. Not 

only was it wonderful to see what the 

Choir has been working on, but it was 

also great to see a snippet of what Grace and Jake have been working on in their 

lessons. 

 

Today, the Choir will be heading to St Mary’s, accompanied by Charlie 

Love, Leah Caruana (who is also a member of the Choir), and Max Hohl, 

who will showcase their guitar skills. I cannot thank All Saints’ and          

St Mary’s enough for giving us the opportunity to perform for them – 

performance opportunities give the students a little more purpose to 

their learning with something to work towards. 

 

 

 

It is such an exciting feeling seeing our musical adventures not only unfold, but truly come together, for that, I 

thank not just the students involved, but their parents, and also the staff at McAuley College. I am certainly 

excited to see how the program continues to develop. 
 

A reminder that we currently offer piano, guitar, and voice lessons. If you are interested in lessons for your 

child or would like to know more, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

Well done and thank you for making the musical start to this year far greater than I ever could have imagined! 

Mrs Field 

Music Teacher 



ITD News 
STREAM club 

What is STREAM Club? 

  STREAM (Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, Art and Maths) club is an opportunity to     

  utilise the schools facilities to explore, create, experiment and engage with a range of                    

  technologies, art forms and software. 

Where?  iCube 

When?  Mondays - first break from 11.00 am  

 

Students so far have used the Lego Mindstorms kits, 

were introduced to the process of manipulating images 

in Photoshop, engaged in 3d modelling/3d printing and 

begun learning how to draw vector graphics for laser 

cutting in Illustrator. We have many more activities 

planned for next term. 

 

 

Mr James Way 

ITD Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

NO CANTEEN NEXT WEDNESDAY 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE FOR THE WHOLE SCHOOL 





  



HOLY WEEK CELEBRATIONS  

THROUGHOUT THE SCENIC RIM 


