
Tuesday 22 May 

Year 8 Subject Selection Due  

 

Thursday 24 May 

Under 8’s Day, St Mary’s 
 

Friday 25 May 

Frassati Celebration Day 
 

Monday 28 May 

Mrs Young’s Principal Appraisal 
 

Friday 1 June &  

Saturday 2 June 

Music Tour to Nursing Homes 

Boonah Show 
 

Tuesday 12 June 

Soiree Evening 
 

Friday 29 June 

Inter-house Athletics Carnival 

End of Term Two 

 

Accepting Enrolments for  

Years 7, 8 and 9 for 2019 

and 

Years 7, 8,  9 and 10 for 2020 

 
It continues to be a busy time as we lead into the hump week of Term Two. 
There are certainly a few significant events across the past two weeks to 
acknowledge and celebrate. 
 
It was wonderful to be joined by our mothers, 
grandmothers and significant mother figures for 
our Mother’s Day Liturgy and Breakfast on 
Wednesday last week. As I mentioned in my        
welcome, mothers are synonymous with     
unconditional love, a value modelled        
beautifully for us by Jesus in his life. Our 
mothers, too, have that amazing capacity 
to forgive and love, regardless of the          
challenges that our behaviour and actions 
may cause. At McAuley College, no doubt 
there will be challenging times ahead as 
we support our young people to grow into 
young adults, and we hope like their mothers, 
we, the teachers, can provide them with      
appropriate boundaries, guidance and love to 
flourish and spread their wings; forgiving of mistakes  
encouraging of opportunity and firm on expectations.  
 
Thank you to all our mothers, who do all these things and more! We love you. 
  
As we talk about spreading our wings, many of our Year 8 students have 
been challenged in different ways this week as their learning was taken to a 
different playing field literally on our inaugural camp held in Woodford. It was 
my pleasure to join the staff and students for the start of camp, across the 
Wednesday into the evening and Thursday morning. I thoroughly enjoyed the  
initiative activities, and even loved the canvas shower (well the look of them)! 
Camp is an excellent way to challenge students by taking them out of their 
comfort zone; teaching them to be resilient and work well as part of a team. 
Their identity as a group will be defining as our foundation  students. No 
doubt they may also be more appreciative of the creature  comforts of home 
and all that their parents do for them; and this can only be a good thing. 
Right! 

Issue 9:   17 May 2018 



I take this time to acknowledge staff who have given their time to attend camp with our Year 8 students. I       

understand this requires a huge commitment from these staff to be away from their own families, and value their 

willingness to attend because they see the value in such an experience for our students. Many thanks to Mr  

David Harris, Mrs Amy Richards, Mrs Kym Houston, and finally, Mr Christopher Borg, for not just his attendance 

but his exceptional organisational skills and thorough preparation to ensure the success of our first camp. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I write this article, our Year 7 students are nearing the end of the NAPLAN testing regime. I congratulate 

them on the way in which they have engaged with this testing, always being well prepared and giving their best 

in each of the tests across the week. My thanks to Mrs Melanie Burr and Mr Michael Darcy for their organisation 

of our NAPLAN testing to ensure it ran smoothly…. Well done.  



 

We congratulate Ms Donna Penner 

who married last Saturday. By all 

accounts, it was a beautiful          

ceremony and celebration and we 

wish Donna and her husband Brian 

a lifetime of happiness. And so, this 

week we welcomed Mrs Donna 

Johnston.  

 

In Mercy, 

Deidre Young,  Principal 
 

BELIEVE ...In action 
 

May – The Month of Mary 

The month of May is traditionally celebrated by the Church as the month of Mary.  

Her “yes” to God’s invitation forever changed the course of  history.  Today, Mary 

offers us three essential pathways for living our faith. 

Mary shows us how to listen.  Mary was a young girl living in a culture where she 

could have been stoned to death for having a child out-of-wedlock.  She knew the 

cultural and societal consequences of her “yes.”  She knew what could happen if 

Joseph didn’t understand.  She had reason to fear her ‘yes’ to God.  When the   

angel appeared to Mary, we read in scripture how she was deeply troubled.  Through her deep faith in God 

she found the courage, inner strength, and grace to respond with full assent, “Let it be done to me according 

to your word.”  Mary show us what it means to listen with full intensity to what God is asking.  Deep pondering, 

heart-centred attentiveness, and courageous listening are required of us, too.  

Mary shows us how God’s word must be shared with others.  When Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth, 

they did not simply exchange a simple greeting, but one of deep faith.  God’s word is meant to be shared.  It 

cannot be contained within us if we are to be filled with the life it offers.  We must share it with others.  We are 

invited to ponder the word of God so that we might share it joyfully with others. 

Mary shows us how to live in God’s word.  Mary lived moments of profound joy as well as profound sorrow.  

From losing Jesus in the Temple to the journey to Calvary, Mary lived these sorrows and anguished deeply.  

Mary formed and raised Jesus from the simplicity of her daily life.  She was a person in conversation with God 

as she faced the realities of life.   

In this month of May, may we turn to Mary in our times of joy and sorrow and ask her to continue to show us 

the way to her son, Jesus.  As we strive to grow in faith and live more fully in God’s word, may we, like Mary, 

bring Christ to others. 

Mother’s Day 

Last Wednesday we took some time to honour our Mothers, Grandmothers and Women who make a           

difference in the lives of our staff and students by hosting a Mother’s Day Liturgy and Light Breakfast.   It was 

a wonderful gathering and such a pleasure to spend that time honouring the amazing love, care and wisdom 

that our mothers, like Mary, bring to our lives each day.   Thank you to all of our guests who were able to join 

us.   
 

Many thanks to all parents for your ongoing support of the College in the education of your child.  
 

David Harris 
Assistant Principal – Religious Education 



 

LEARN ...In action 
Last Tuesday evening we held our inaugural Year 8 “My Path” subject information 

evening.  This evening   introduced our Year 8 students to the first step in their subject 

selection process.  As students move through the College towards Years 11 and 12 

they will engage in the process of choosing subjects a number of times, preparing 

them for the senior years and the new External Assessment system that  begins next 

year. 

 

The first of these steps is for Year 8 students to select four elective subjects, two per 

term, for Semester Two.  Towards the end of Term Three we will hold another infor-

mation evening where they will select 6 semester long electives, to complete during 

Year 9, three per Semester.  In Year 9 students will make a selection of three electives that they will study for 

a full year in Year 10 before making their subject selections for the two year course of Years 11 and 12. 

 

To assist with the process of 

elective subject selection, we are 

using an online software      

package from Brisbane Catholic 

Education (BCE) called Subject 

Selection Online (SSO).  This 

allows students to make their 

selections online, review and 

change their selections, if    

needed, before the closing date 

when selections are then used to determine the subjects for the following term, semester or year. Year 8    

Subject Selections are due on Tuesday 22 May.  

 

Congratulations to our Year 7s who successfully completed their NAPLAN tests from Tuesday to Thursday 

this week.  Thank you to Mrs Melanie Burr for her excellent organisation and administration of these important 

tests.  Thank you also to our staff who were involved in the daily supervision of these tests.  Everything ran 

very well across the three days. 

 

With my beloved Reds struggling yet again in the Super Rugby season, and it still being a month and a half 

until the Tour de France begins, my other passion of following the F1 has come to the fore.  I’m pleased that 

the Red Bull Racing team at least finished in the Spanish Grand Prix, but it was also impressive to watch   

Louis Hamilton win for Mercedes. 

 

Have a great fortnight. 

 

Michael Darcy 
Deputy Principal 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Two exciting initiatives are coming our way next week! 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 2018  

The Premier's Reading Challenge is an annual state-wide initiative for state and non-state schools and     

home-educated students from Prep to Year 9, as well as children (aged up to five years) enrolled in an early 

childhood centre. The Premier's Reading Challenge aims to improve literacy and encourage children to read 

for pleasure and learning. In 2017, over 155,000 young Queenslanders from 850 schools and 410 early    

childhood centres took part in the challenge reading a total of 2.16 million books. At McAuley College, we    

value reading for pleasure as well as purpose. All Year 7 and 8 students will be invited to join in and meet this 

challenge in 2018. Students are able to read their favourite fiction books from either our College collection or 

books they may have at home/local libraries. They may even access eBooks via Brisbane Catholic               

Education’s Digital library. The challenge will begin next Monday, 21 May and ends on Friday, 31
 
August.   

 

Reader’s Cup Competition  

Reader’s Cup is organised by the QLD Branch of Children’s Book Council of Australia. It is a state wide      

competition for young readers. Last term, McAuley students had indicated their interest in participating in this 

year’s regional Reader’s Cup Competition. A team of Year 7s and Year 8s have been busily reading the       

selected novels in preparation for the competition being held at St Mary’s Ipswich on the 29
 
 May. This is a fun 

and enjoyable experience for the students, who will collaboratively compete against other schools to answer 

quiz questions from the books. It will also allow students to meet other students with an equal passion for 

books.  

 

Mrs Melanie Burr 

Teacher Librarian / Literacy Coordinator 

 

 

All the best to Mrs Pamela Brechin and 

some of our Spanish students, who will 

offer a workshop at the upcoming Under 

Eight’s Day at St Mary’s  Primary School, 

with a focus on children exploring         

language and culture.  



MUSIC NEWS 

We’ve had another eventful few weeks in the Instrumental Program! 

 

The Evening Expo was a fantastic opportunity for the College Choir and a number of instrumental students to 

perform in a relaxed environment. Performance is such a crucial component to any musician, and is in fact a 

skill in itself, so it is absolutely important to offer these opportunities to the students. The students involved in 

the Evening Expo did a wonderful job of representing the Instrumental Program and showcasing what they 

have been working on. Not only did they play in front of an audience, but they introduced themselves, their 

musical background, and the performance piece. It was fantastic to see the support of not only parents and 

the community, but also other students. 

 

Term Three will be exciting on the music front, with the introduction of Strings lessons and a 

Guitar Ensemble. Helen Brereton will be joining our Instrumental team as our Strings    

teacher, offering lessons in violin, viola, cello, and  double-bass. Helen is a classically 

trained violinist, with extensive performance, conducting and educational experience. With a 

Bachelor of Performing Arts from the National University of Music in Bucharest, Romania 

and a Masters of  Education, Helen has a wonderfully comprehensive musical background, 

with a passion for educating. We will be  welcoming Helen to our assembly on Monday 28 

May, for a short performance and introduction to the students. As with our other instrumental 

lessons, students will be able to sign up to individual or group lessons. 

 

The Guitar Ensemble will be led by Lachlan Bradshaw, our guitar teacher. The ensemble is open for all guitar 

students, including students who currently learn outside of school. It will be a fantastic opportunity for the    

students to come together to not only play in a larger group, but to understand how harmony works and the 

importance of the multilayers in Music. The Guitar Ensemble will start in Term Three and will be held during 

first break, on a day yet to be confirmed. 

 

The Choir is currently working towards Queensland Catholic Music Festival (QCMF), 

which is a renowned music competition, encompassing all school instrumental         

ensembles. Held at Villanova in August, the competition sees schools travel from all 

over Queensland to participate. In the lead up to the competition, we have organised 

another mini tour of two local nursing homes – Wongaburra and Star Gardens – for Friday 1 June. It is a   

wonderful opportunity to go out into the local community and entertain the residents, and of course, a fantastic             

performance opportunity for the students. The Choir students will have both performances during the day, and 

use the time in between to rehearse and consolidate in preparation for QCMF. 

 

Mrs Megan Field 

Music Teacher 

 

Staff Birthdays 

This month’s birthday babies were:  Joanna Funk (Piano Instrumental Teacher 

and Gary Marsh (our IT Guru). 

 

We thank them for having been born because we get to eat delicious food to help 

them celebrate. 

 

We are very spoilt at McAuley College with an abundance of great cooks within our 

staff.  Thank you to everyone for making our morning teas so enjoyable. 



     


