
Thursday 15 March 

Year 7 Reflection Day 
 

Friday 16 March 

BULLYING—No Way Day 

St Patrick’s Day Dinner 

 

Monday 19 March 

MacKillop Celebration Day 

 

Tuesday 20 March 

Parent Engagement 

Online Safety and Cyberbullying 

 

Thursday 29 March 

Last Day of Term One 

Easter Liturgy 

Interschool Cross Country 

Charlie Love carries the baton! 

 

Wednesday 16  

to Friday 18 May 

Year 8 Camp 
 

Accepting Enrolments for  

Years 7, 8 and 9 for 2019 

and 

Years 7, 8,  9 and 10 for 2020 

On Thursday 8th March, we celebrated International Women’s Day. Since the first 
day held in 1911, International Women’s Day has become a time to reflect on       
progress made, to call for change and to celebrate acts of courage and                    
determination by ordinary women who have played an extraordinary role in the    
history of their countries and communities. 
 
To celebrate a group of McAuley 
College staff and students attended 
the International Women’s Day 
breakfast hosted by Mayor Greg 
Christensen and our Scenic Rim 
Council.  
 
I was so pleased to take the      
feedback of many, including          
Mr Scott Buchholz MP, on how well 
our students presented, smart and 
professional in their uniforms.  It 
makes me so proud to see the 
pride our students have in our College.  
 
It was a wonderful morning where we all enjoyed a yummy breakfast whilst           
listening to two inspiring speakers, who reminded us to “Press for Progress”.  

 

As a community educating young men and women, it is 
important for us to reflect on the advancement of    
women and the part we play in continuing to fight for 
those without a voice.  I share stories of three Mercy 
women or groups of Mercy people who have made, or 
make a difference. 
 
Catherine McAuley established the Sisters of Mercy, 
and in the course challenged the norms of female orders 
of the time, going on to be called the ‘walking nuns’. 
They went out to meet the poor and disadvantaged in 

the streets and offer them basic human rights of food, shelter and education. The 
Sisters of Mercy, by Catherine’s example, helped many women and children . 
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Sr Margaret Madden RSM is a Mercy Sister who worked in Pakistan 

for 15 years. Life in Pakistan is volatile, especially for female           

Christians. Escalating terrorism and ethnic violence throughout the 

country, has resulted in increased levels of fear. Sr Margaret is        

adamant that education is central to creating positive change in     

Pakistan. She opened an institute for education with the hope that 

the teachers will teach the next generation to be more    tolerant. 

 
“Pakistan is a distressed and unstable country and its had a troubled 

history. While roots of terrorism are found in the country, that’s not 

all the people,” Sr Margaret explains. “There’s this mass of people who are simply fighting for survival and that’s what 

keeps you here.” 

 

Last but not least, I mention the McAuley College Students … responding to the Rohingya people, refugees in              

Bangladesh! Raising money for people in crisis to ensure the dignity of every human being.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

McAuley College is hosting an important PARENT ENGAGEMENT opportunity that links directly to 

supporting your child and their learning journey at McAuley College. It is a must for all parents. 

 

Renowned speaker, Brett Lee, will deliver an informative address to parents around Online Safety 

and Cyberbullying. He will provide useful advice on how to set boundaries to keep your child safe 

in their cyber world. We are pleased to extend an invitation to Year 6 parents from St Mary’s      

Primary School and All Saints’ Primary school. 

 

Please refer to the attached flyer and respond via the link provided. Click here to respond or on 

the link provided in the flyer. 

 

Well done to our SECA Swimmers today who represented the College so well… updates on their performance will be     

included in our next newsletter. I hope you have a wonderful fortnight.  

 
In Mercy, 
 
Deidre Young 
Principal 
 

 

  

 

Parent Engagement 
A must for every parent to attend! 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9yCGN0qqrECQKi75E9jtaYcDcf-t0I1LpqzbTikFOddUNVBOTTVUN01WTE1RQ0daVkFZTjZEVzJCNS4u


BELIEVE… In action 

Developing a spirit of generosity 

Over 30 years ago, American minister and author Robert Fulghum, penned an article entitled ‘All I Really Need to Know I 

Learned in Kindergarten’.  The article, which he later developed into a book, espouses the notion that the lessons we 

learn in kindergarten are timeless.  Fulgham stated that ‘Wisdom was not at the top of the graduate school mountain, 

but there in the sand pile at school.’  On top of the list of this wisdom is to Share Everything.   For Fulghum, it is in the 

sandpit where children of all ages play together while learning to share and in the process learn life-long lessons that 

help to build virtue, intelligence and resilience.  

Of course our students have graduated from the sandpit and adolescence is often labelled as a time of                        

self-centeredness, on the path of self-discovery, that is necessary. However, it does not have to manifest in being 

selfish.  As educators and parents, part of our task is to continue that journey of building virtue, intelligence and          

resilience through an awareness of others and a challenge to take action on behalf of others, especially those who do 

not have a voice.   

Our contribution to Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion Lenten Appeal, 

in responding to the Rohingya Crisis is an opportunity for our students to 

build a sense of solidarity with those that are struggling to meet even the 

most basic of needs.  This sense of being generous contributors to society 

in whatever way we can is an important lesson.  The Caritas Appeal is a          

concrete way that students can consider their blessings and their relative 

strong quality of life and seek to assist those less fortunate.  Please           

continue to encourage your child to be generous in their sponsorship 

through to the end of term.  Lessons such as generosity are the deeper   

lessons to be found between the lines in each class syllabus.  [‘All I Really Need 

To Know I Learned in Kindergarten’ by Robert Fulghum.  http://www.robertfulghum.com] 

Resilience as we approach the end of term  

As we conclude Week 7 of Term One it is common for Year 7 and Year 8 students to start to feel very tired. Term One 

with all of its changes can be a very challenging time that requires a significant amount of energy. As a College we will 

remind the students of the need to develop resilience and to continue to invest in their schooling and friendships. We 

will also discuss the need to keep challenges in perspective. Parents may assist their son/daughter in meeting the        

challenges of the final three (3) weeks of term by ensuring that they are getting the required sleep and by trying to limit 

the amount of additional activities that their son/daughter commits to during this time.  

Please also assist your son/daughter in maintaining a strong attendance record as the term draws to a close. Students 

will work through to the final day of the term which is Thursday 29 March. The final day will also include the College 

Cross Country. The students of McAuley College currently have an average attendance rate of 95.5%, with many         

students having 100% attendance. This is a very pleasing result and I commend and thank parents for your role in       

assisting your son/daughter in maximising their attendance. 

Thank you to all parents for your commitment to your child’s education at McAuley College. 

David Harris 
Assistant Principal – Religious Education 
 

 
All student absences that are planned outside of the school holidays must be applied for in advance.  

The College has a set application form that is to be submitted to the Principal.  The McAuley College 

Request for Student Absence Form can be downloaded from the Parent Portal.  In addition to the 

Principal’s approval, this form provides advice on school work and/or assessments that may be 

missed during an absence.  

http://www.robertfulghum.com


LEARN ...In action 

On Tuesday of this week Brisbane Catholic Education (BCE) held a meeting of all Senior Curriculum Leaders concerning 

the new Senior Assessment System and Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE).  This new system will be a notable 

change from the current OP (Overall Position) and former TE (Tertiary Entrance) Score systems with which many of us are 

familiar.  It includes a significant external assessment component, in all subjects studied in Year 12, in order to determine 

a student’s ATAR (Australian Tertiary Entrance Rank). 

Tuesday’s meeting was an interesting and informative gathering of all our secondary Deputy Principals and Assistant     

Principals Administration or Curriculum to discuss issues associated with the new system commencing in January next 

year.  Although we are still several years away from having Year 11 and 12 programs it was important to be part of these 

discussions as it will help inform our curriculum and timetable development here at McAuley College as we grow over the 

next few years.  We are in a fortunate position of being able to watch the start of this new system and plan well to ensure 

our students are properly prepared for it when our first group enter Year 11 in 2021.   

To assist with this preparation our staff are engaging in significant work this year to build our 

Year 7 to 12 Scope and Sequence that maps key elements of cognitive verbs and evidence of 

learning/assessment.  This work will ensure our students are well prepared for the rigour of the 

new Year 11 and 12 system. 

My beloved Queensland Reds have finally scored a win last week against the ACT Brumbies.  Let’s hope their luck           

continues when they face the Bulls at Suncorp Stadium this Saturday evening. 

Have a great fortnight. 

Michael Darcy 

Deputy Principal 

 

SPORTS NEWS 

 
2018 Pacific District Representative Trials   

Our representation at Pacific District Trials has continued with a 

number of students striving for personal excellence through 

Sport while gaining valuable experience.  The weather has    

unfortunately caused the postponement of many trials in the 

last fortnight, but once the sun starts to shine so too will the 

McAuley College students and I wish them all the very best.   

Congratulations to our most recent representatives, our        

U15 Years Girls’ Netballers.   

 

 

 

 



SPORTS NEWS 
 

In the community  

McAuley College students are continuing their great work within the community, with more wonderful news of success 

received earlier this week. FIVE of our Year 7 boys have been selected in the South East Zone Soccer Team to compete in 

May.  Congratulations to Bryce Teese, Corbin Kaminski, Jack Dennis, Josh Mann and Anthony Lossie.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECA OzTag & Cricket  

What a wonderful sight to see as I drove up the hill to McAuley College at 6:15am on Thursday 1 March.  Usually a quiet 

time around the grounds but instead I was met by our Inaugural SECA cricketers packed and ready for action.  There were 

as many ‘student sized kit bags’ as there were students and an excitement in the air about their day ahead.  Thank you to 

all families who supported the early start and late finish as well as Mr Way for your time in coaching the team.  Well done 

to the boys, who from all accounts had a great day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other exciting news, we are collecting tickets as part of the Coles Sport for Schools           

initiative.  There are boxes available for ticket collection at Coles Beaudesert and we will also 

set up a box in the reception area here at school.  This is a wonderful opportunity for our 

school to access more equipment for our students and continue maximising our                   

engagement in different types of Sports.  We thank you in advance for your support.   



Here is what Emily Lewis (Year 7) had to say about OzTag;  

Last week on Thursday the 1 March a number Year 7 and 8 girls participated at the SECA OzTag Gala 

Day in Beenleigh. All of us had a wonderful day from the moment we got on the bus to moment we 

got off in the afternoon. There was a Year 8 team and a Year 7 team.  The Year 8’s played in the same 

tournament last year so they came to the carnival knowing the concept of the game and the rules. 

The Year 7 girls didn’t have much experience and didn’t know the rules that well, but throughout the 

day our knowledge and skills of the game grew. This was an amazing day and we all had so much fun, 

with the Year 8 team even winning a game.  The girls all loved this opportunity and I am sure we 

would love to do it again next year.   

Thank you to Mr Harris for supporting our Year 7 team and Mrs Richards for coaching the Year 8 team  

(Emily Lewis, Year 7  Steele1) 

In the last weeks of term we still have the SECA Swimming Carnival ,as well as our College Cross Country Carnival, both 

fantastic events on our sporting calendar that I am sure will bring great joy.   

Yours in Sport  

Mrs Amy Richards -  Sports Coordinator  

McAuley College is participating in a competition run by Freedom 

Property.  Click on the link below and join via Facebook.  Then vote for 

McAuley College.  We need your vote to help fund our vital service 

work. 

Visit Freedom Property and vote for McAuley College “Serving our 

Community”.    

https://www.freedomproperty.com.au/Community


Our literacy focus as a College this year remains on writing. We have            

developed a SMART goal to improve student written literacy and have        

already been working towards achieving this goal through reflective practice 

and the use of consistent and explicit teaching strategies. Our first strategy 

for both Year 7 and 8 students is for them to be able to confidently use the 

Editing Codes. The Editing Codes (pg. 15 of student diary) will help students 

to proactively reflect on their writing to ensure that they are presenting their best written work. Teachers are                

encouraging students to habitually use the Editing Codes in the last 5 minutes of the writing process in all learning areas.  

In addition to this, there will also be a focus this term on using more sophisticated vocabulary (Year 8) and sentence 

structure (Year 7 and 8). Students are learning to use PEEL paragraphing to organise their ideas in a logical and            

well-explained format. Lots of exciting ways to develop great writing success!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chess Club 

We have started a Chess Club, in the eCentre, which 

will run on Tuesday mornings from  8:00 am—8:30 

am. If you can make this time, please come along for 

some great game time and strategies!  

BOOK CLUB INFORMATION 

Orders are made through a cashless       

system called LOOP. 

Orders close THURSDAY 15 MARCH. 

Please find the link to LOOP instructions 

on the Parent and Student Portals. 

Mrs Mel Burr 

Literacy Coordinator 

Teacher/Librarian 



MUSIC NEWS 
The start to this year’s instrumental program has been absolutely fantastic! Lessons are now well under way, with a 

great number of students involved in the program. We kick started the year with over 20 students in the choir for the 

Opening Mass – an absolutely phenomenal amount – which set a high standard for student participation within the     

program. 

The College Choir has seen quite an increase in size this year, with new students    

joining from both Year 7 and Year 8. Led by Erin MacNamara, the choir is working 

towards two separate performances in Week 9 at All Saints’ and St Mary’s. The choir 

will be joined by instrumental students to put on a mini show at both primary 

schools. It’s a great performance opportunity, and will be lovely for some of the past 

students to return to their primary schools representing McAuley College. 

Lessons have been running smoothly, with only a few (or maybe more than a few!) changes being made to the           

timetables thus far. Lesson times will be posted on the portal each week and will be the most up to date version of the 

timetable, so keep checking to make sure it hasn’t changed! I also ask that you support your son or daughter to identify 

any possible clashes with their lesson times in terms of assessment and/or practical activities. If lessons need to be 

changed, please communicate this with me as soon as possible, so as to allow time to organise a suitable lesson swap. If 

your child is absent due to sickness, please communicate this directly with your instrumental teacher as per the Letter of 

Agreement. 

If your child is interested in Music lessons, the Letter of Agreement is available on the portal and it outlines the finer    

details of Music lessons including cost and timetable.  Alternatively, feel free to contact me. 

We are looking to add strings to the program next, so stay tuned! 

Mrs Field 

Music Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

We are very excited about our upcoming                

information afternoon at Boonah, to talk about all 

things McAuley!  Please pass on this information to 

your family and friends who live in the Boonah area 

and might be considering McAuley College for their 

child. 

 

 

Attention: All Parents 

Are you interested in attending this        

informative opportunity for parents on 

behalf of McAuley College? 

If yes, please contact Mrs Young to discuss 

your interest. www.pandf.org.au 

http://www.pandf.org.au


Our young women with  

Scott Buchholz MP and Cr Michael Enright,  

Ms Penner and Mrs Richards 

Again with Scott Buchholz MP and the oldest  woman 

there, Mrs Arthy, Annalise’s Grandmother 100 years old 

what changes she has seen 

Yummy, Yummy Food and beautifully 

set tables! 

But it didn’t stop there …. 

Mr Darcy, Mr Harris, Mr Borg,        

Mr Way, Mr Marsh and Mr Nykvist 

treated us to a calorie free cake! 


