
 

Friday 8 June 

College Mass – 8.00 am 

All welcome  

 

Tuesday 12 June 

Soiree Evening 

 

Thursday 21 June 

Shake and Stir Whole School 

Performance 

 

Friday 29 June 

Inter-house Athletics Carnival 

End of Term Two 

 

Monday 16 July 

Term Three commences 

 

 

Accepting Enrolments for  

Years 7, 8 and 9 for 2019 

and 

Years 7, 8,  9 and 10 for 2020 

As I write this article, I acknowledge and thank each member of our           

community for your contribution to my appraisal. It is never easy to make 

yourself the centre of feedback, and yet from the process, there is much to 

gain and a lot to learn that in turn ensures my leadership strengthens and   

develops, and from which the community of McAuley College will benefit.  

 

I was certainly overwhelmed by the positive and supportive comments and 

feedback received. To me, most importantly, I thank the community for       

reinforcing the example I am to all. I pride myself on being a person of           

integrity, a genuine and honest person who gives my best and it was          

reassuring to hear that others have appreciated this quality in their              

interactions with myself. 

 

The feedback was also well timed as it reflected well on the first few years of 

McAuley College. I was so proud to hear the panel talk about the culture we 

are building at McAuley College, and how this message was consistent and 

palpable across each focus group, from the teachers, staff, students, parents 

and community members. We certainly know how to ‘Keep it REAL’ at 

McAuley! 

 
This week on assembly our prayer focused 

on National Sorry Day, held on Saturday 26 

May. It was a timely reminder to our             

students that in our most recent history, as 

a nation, the government passed a policy 

that made it legal to remove indigenous 

children from their homes. It is hard to      

imagine. The impact that such words can have on a person or people who 

are healing… “I am sorry”. It is a powerful lesson for our students in their day 

to day interactions. At home, in the playground, in the classroom… where 

they can easily make right their hurtful words and actions, by saying sorry. It 

was a challenge I put to the students and I hope you have seen this reflected 

in their actions at home.  
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Pastoral Care Conversations continued this week with 

BOJ2. It is wonderful to hear students reflect on the 

aspects of school life where we are doing well.           

Resoundingly, the way in which we wear our uniform is 

highlighted. And as we discussed, this takes a team 

effort. We are all judged on how that one student will 

present themselves in their uniform. And so, I 

acknowledge and thank those students who each day 

take pride in their appearance and the wearing of their 

uniform. There is reminder in this newsletter around 

the uniform in the cooler months and what pieces can 

be worn together. However, my main reminders fall to the ladies in the wearing of their tie, no make up and     

earrings. I ask parents to take time with their daughters to revisit the College expectations in this regard to        

ensure they continue to present themselves well each day. 

 

There is lots to celebrate in this edition of the newsletter from our inaugural            

Gardiner’s Chess Competition to our successes at SECA Cross Country to the 

most recent Year 8 Camp and Frassati Day… enjoy! But there is one   additional 

area of celebration which is exciting to share with the community, and that is the 

pending arrival of a little BABY RICHARDS. We congratulate Mrs Richards, and 

her husband Kyle, on this very exciting news. We cannot wait to meet the newest 

addition to their family (and ours) in November.  

 

We wish our staff and students all the best who will be representing the College at 

the Boonah Show across Friday and Saturday. As I finish off for the fortnight, I 

draw your attention to an article later in this edition which relates to an upcoming survey for all members of our 

community, staff, parents and students. The information letter provides parents with the opportunity to request 

that their child not complete the survey and these responses are requested by the 22 June. Many thanks for 

your attention to this timeline.  

 

Have a lovely weekend, 
 

In Mercy 

Deidre Young 

Principal 

 

 

 Parents,  

Have your say in the future 

of NAPLAN by attending an 

upcoming forum             

conducted by the Qld  

Government.  

Refer to the attached flyer 

for more details.  

Mrs Young 



BELIEVE ...In action 
National Sorry Day  

As a College, we engage with significant national celebrations, anniversaries and days of      

remembrance.  We do this to raise their awareness, and educate our students, about the 

events and issues that are important to our nation.  This past week has been National            

Reconciliation Week which commenced with Sorry Day and the 10
th
 Anniversary of the National Apology to 

the Stolen Generations.  During our College assembly we discussed the importance of saying sorry,            

particularly as it pertains to our nation’s past relationship with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island people and 

culture.  It is important that our students can develop the requisite sensitivity to the impact of our individual and 

collective decisions on the lives of others.   

 

Our challenge is to also have the courage to say sorry when we wrong others and take action to right the 

wrongs.  The College’s school wide behaviour policy focuses on the productive behaviour and key value of 

respect.  As our students, your children, mature they grow in their ability to empathise.  As educators and          

parents it is incumbent upon us to highlight the value of ‘walking in the shoes’ of others and thinking and      

acting in ways that respect the needs of others.  At both school and home, this often requires a word of         

correction and guidance for reparation when our students don’t get it right.   

 

Opportunities for faith development 

Adolescence is a wonderful time of growth and discovery and this is certainly the case for the area of faith    

development.  It is during their high school years that many young people commence the journey of personally 

appropriating belief and faith practices.  As a Catholic College we acknowledge this journey and provide our 

staff and students with many opportunities to engage in dialogue and experiences at a faith level.  This term 

we will recommence our McAuley College community Mass at 8:00am on Friday 8 June.  All parents, staff, 

students and members of the broader community are invited to join us for this Mass. 

 

Also on Friday 8 June after school, 15 students and 6 staff members will travel to 

Brisbane to join other young people at the regular IGNITE High youth group.  Ignite 

High includes games, real sharing about life, growing with new & old friends and 

sharing your faith journey in a way that matters. In a comfortable environment, high schoolers from across 

Brisbane come together to journey with each other and have a heap of fun.  We hope to offer this opportunity 

to more students in the future.   

 

Many thanks to all parents for your ongoing support of the College in the education of your child.  

 

 
 
David Harris 
Assistant Principal – Religious Education 
 
 

 

 

As we enter the winter months it is important that our students are 
wearing the College jumper with their formal uniform and their       
tracksuit top with their Sports uniform.  If your child is still cold, they 
are permitted to wear the College jumper with the Sports uniform. 
BUT never can the tracksuit top be worn with the formal         
uniform.  

Also, as many of the students are electing to play on the oval during 
lunchtime, they will benefit from bringing their bucket hat each day to 
use whilst on the oval.  

 



 

LEARN ...In action 
Term Two is always a very busy term in our College year.  This is the term when we engage in our SECA Sports         

program, NAPLAN occurs, and it’s when we engage in a number of other co-curricular activities.  Yesterday I had the 

pleasure of attending this year’s Readers Cup Challenge with our Teacher Librarian, Mrs Melanie Burr, and our two 

teams from Year 7 and 8.  Again we performed well, and Mrs Burr has written about this competition in her article in this 

week’s newsletter.  I would like to thank Mrs Burr again for her organisation of our teams and our entry into this year’s 

challenge.  Activities such as these take a lot of time to prepare and there is much work in the background ensuring our 

teams have thoroughly read the relevant novels and are prepared to answer the plethora of questions the team faces.  

The degree of preparation was obvious as we drove across to St Mary’s College Ipswich as our students quizzed each 

other about the various novels to check for depth of understanding and to be prepared for the competition. 

 

This Friday I have the opportunity to again drive the bus for another of our groups, our choir in this instance, as they     

perform for two local nursing homes.  Such performances are an important part of the co-curricular life of our College, but 

it is also a reflection of the hard work of our Arts Department.  The Arts play a significant role in developing creative    

thinking in our students and I’d like to take this opportunity to thank our Music teacher, Mrs Megan Field, for all the hard 

work she has been investing in our choir, along with our Instrumental Voice teacher, Ms Erin MacNamara.  It will be   

wonderful to see our choir perform this Friday. 

 

Much has also been happening in our classrooms as well.  I’d like to highlight the work that Mrs Richards has been      

undertaking in her Maths and HPE classes. 

 

 

Measure of success – Mathematics  

In Year 8 Mathematics this term, we have 

been studying measurement and putting 

our classroom learning into context,    

measuring a variety of spaces around the 

College grounds. The students enjoyed this 

opportunity to consider how Mathematical 

reasoning can be applied within the real 

world, and particularly enjoyed drawing 

their equations all over The Shed surface.   

 

 

 

HPE  

Well done to all students in Year 8W HPE for their preparation and performance of a surprise ‘flash mob’ that took the 

school community by storm during lunch on Tuesday 15 May.  

 

It is certainly fantastic to see learning occurring around our College in many different ways, with students sharing their 

enthusiasm with their peers through different experiences and opportunities.   

Amy Richards – Mathematics/HPE Teacher   

 

 



 

The teaching staff have begun preparing Semester One reports for our students.  These reports will be in a different     

format from the Term One Progress Report.  For semester reporting students will receive an Overall Achievement on a 

15-point scale from A+ to E- as well as an effort rating on a four-point scale.  Student will also receive a subject specific 

comment for each subject they have studied during the semester.  Beneath each subject will be printed a Cohort Report 

on a 5-point scale.  The purpose of the cohort report is to give an indication of where the student sits within the class of       

students studying that subject. 

 
As with Term One, Semester One reports will be published to the Parent Portal at the end of the term.  Now is a good 

time to check that you have access to our Parent Portal.  To access the Parent Portal, simply click on the same button on 

our website and follow the prompts to log in or to reset your password.  It’s important to remember that your user name is 

the email address you provided on your son or daughter’s enrolment form.  If you are encountering problems with       

accessing the Parent Portal please contact the College. 

 

It was pleasing to see Australian driver Daniel Ricciardo win the Monaco Grand Prix on Sunday evening.  It was much 

more pleasing that watching my beloved Queensland Reds in the Super XV Rugby.  Let’s hope the Reds beat the       

Waratahs this Saturday and Ricciardo is again successful in Montreal. 

 

Have a great fortnight, and only a month until the Tour De France begins. 

Michael Darcy 
Deputy Principal 
 

SPORTS NEWS 

SECA Cross Country  

Last Monday 21 May, the McAuley College Cross Country team set off bright and early headed for Limestone 

Park, Ipswich to compete in the annual SECA Cross Country Carnival.  It was a fabulous day with much to     

celebrate, including top ten finishes by three of our students, Carly Griffith (7
th
), Josh Brown (8

th
) and Anna 

Brandon (10
th
).  All students were wonderful representatives of the College, with staff from many of the other 

schools commending them on their behaviour and the way in which they wore their uniform.  We were well 

represented in each event, with all students giving their best.   As a reward for their efforts, the McAuley     

College team were crowned Percentage Trophy Winners of the carnival.  To top it all off, the team returned to 

the College with a second piece of silver wear, crowned Tug-of-War Champion School, once again proving 

that you certainly cannot underestimate the ‘little guys’.  Well done to the team for their efforts throughout the 

day and dedication to morning training throughout Term One in preparation for this carnival.   

 

 

Thank you to Mrs Estelle 

Dean for accompanying 

the team and to all those 

parents who facilitated 

our chilly early morning       

departure.     



Vicky Wilson Shield  

On Wednesday 25 July, McAuley College will compete in 

the annual Vicky Wilson Shield netball competition to be 

held at Carrara Indoor Sport and Leisure centre.  This     

exciting opportunity is made available to girls in Year 7-9, 

giving students the chance to participate against some of 

the best school netball teams in the State.  Well done to 

all girls who trialled and congratulations to those students 

who have been selected to compete as part of our          

Inaugural team.  We wish you all the best as you enter 

into the next few weeks of intense training.  I would also 

like to take this opportunity to welcome Mrs Debbie Love, 

Team Coach, who will be working alongside Mrs Jayne 

Heit, Team Manager, to ensure the girls are prepared for 

competition.  We are looking forward to hearing all about 

your journey in the coming weeks.   

 

McAuley College Athletics Carnival    

With only four weeks of Term Two remaining, our sporting focus will soon shift to the College Athletics       

Carnival which will be held at St Mary’s Primary school on Friday 29 June.  The Carnival is a great way to   

conclude the Term and  celebrate as a College community.  Further information about the Carnival will be  

provided in the coming weeks, with some events hosted at school during Thursday afternoon Sport sessions 

and lunch times in the lead up to the day.  This information will be made available on the College Portal.  At 

this stage, we are looking for parents who may be willing to assist with timing and measuring on the day.  Can 

you please contact me directly via email if you are able to assist.  Thank you in advance for your support, we 

are always so grateful for the contribution of parents to ensure our school carnivals are a success.  

  

Gold Coast Marathon   

After successfully participating in the annual Bridge to Brisbane fun run in 2017, we have decided to take a 

McAuley College team to the 5.7km fun run at the Gold Coast Marathon Festival on Saturday 30 June 2018.  

This week, students have expressed an interest and been sent permission forms via Parent Paperwork.  I    

encourage students to take up this opportunity if they are interested and I commend a number of students who 

have already shown their dedication to the challenge.  Further information will be provided at meetings 

throughout the remaining weeks of the term and some additional training sessions will be offered for those 

who would like to participate.  I look forward to sharing #theREALmcauley at another major community event.   

 

Yours in sport  

Amy Richards – Sports Coordinator 

 

Drama  

On Thursday 21 June, all Year 7 and Year 8 students will be treated to a performance by Shake & Stir, a     

Brisbane-based theatre company. After Pastoral Care, students will travel by bus to St Mary’s Primary school 

to watch the show, Unfiltered, which is centred around social media awareness, peer pressure, and the role 

that electronic devices now play in everyday life. It is a fantastic opportunity for the students to experience live 

theatre, whilst focusing on such relevant issues. No doubt it will be an enjoyable morning for all. Students 

should return to the College by first break.  

  

Here’s the link to the synopsis of the play: http://www.shakeandstir.com.au/UNFILTERED-18/ 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact myself, Mrs Field at the College if you require any further information.  

 

Mrs Megan Field, Drama Teacher 

Our very own Bronagh Nally will be performing at the Annual 
Walker Irish Dance Ceili this weekend.  We wish her well.   

http://www.shakeandstir.com.au/UNFILTERED-18/


MUSIC NEWS 

On Monday 28 May, we welcomed Mrs Helen Brereton to our 

Whole School Assembly. Helen will be starting with us in Term 

Three, as our Strings teacher. As part of her introduction to the 

College, she performed for the students, playing both the cello and violin. Helen 

started her     performance off with March in G Major, by J.S. Bach, on the    

cello. This was followed up by Crystalise played with a dubstep backing track, 

by Lindsey Stirling. Helen finished her performance with a fantastic rendition of 

The Entertainer, by Scott Joplin. Joanna Wilson, who has already signed up to 

violin lessons, was also invited to play alongside Helen, five minutes prior to the 

performance starting. It was fantastic to see such a vibrant performance from 

Helen, which really did give them a taste for what lessons with Helen will be like 

– the     passion, the expertise, the personality. If your child is interested in 

learning, lessons are available on violin, viola, cello, and the double bass, in 

both individual and group settings. 

 

Later that afternoon, I attended a rehearsal at St Laurence’s for the combined school’s mass, hosted by      

Brisbane Catholic Education. The rehearsal is in anticipation for Youth Sings, a liturgy centred around the 

Year of Youth, with a sole focus on engaging with and involving students from various Catholic Colleges. For 

the event, Kaylia Ellis, Zoe Robinson, Grace Cahill, Caitlin Moore, Abi Henry, and Belle Stevens have been 

invited to represent McAuley College, through participating in the combined school’s choir. The liturgy is on  

27 July, at St Stephen’s Cathedral, and will be an incredible experience for all involved. 

 

The Soiree Afternoon will be on 12 June at 4:30 pm. All instrumental students are expected to participate in 

order to provide them with performance experience in a low-key setting. Performance, whilst it can be a little 

stressful for some, is crucial to the overall development of any musician. The instrumental teachers are      

working with their students to finalise performance pieces for the occasion. Permission slips have been sent to 

parents via Parent Slips, please do not hesitate to get in touch with any questions you might have. 

 

A reminder as we head into the assessment period, students are to communicate any lesson and assessment/

in-class activity clashes with me. This communication needs to happen prior to the day of their lesson so as to 

allow time to organise changes. Likewise, if your son or daughter is absent due to illness, this needs to be 

communicated directly with your instrumental teacher before school starts in order for a makeup lesson to be 

given. 

 

Well done to all students involved in the program; their commitment and constant enthusiasm for all things 

music is so wonderful to see. 

 

Kind regards 

Megan Field 

Music Teacher 

 

 

Slow Down in the College Grounds 

We try and create a safe environment for our students to come to school and this starts with  
driving within the College grounds.  Could all parents please take care as they drive into and 
out of the grounds.  The speed limit is 10mph and you must exit onto Oakland Way via the 
top end of the carpark. 



Book Club 

Issue 4 Book Club has been distributed to students today. 

Please note that LOOP will be closed on 8 June.  Please 

make sure that if you are ordering, that it is done before this 

date. I look forward to supporting you with bringing the love 

of reading into your homes and appreciate your support 

with acquiring new resources with the reward points.  

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 

I am delighted to invite all McAuley College students to join in the 2018 Premier’s Reading                          

Challenge. Reading plays an important part in students’ lives during their school years and beyond.  It allows 

children to actively engage their imagination and opens up a world of educational opportunities.  In 2017, over 

155,000 young Queenslanders from 850 schools and 410 early childhood centres took part in the challenge 

reading a total of 2.16 million books.   The reading period for the 2018 Premier's Reading Challenge           

commenced 14
  
May and closes Friday 24 August. The challenge is to read 15 books in this period of time.  

 

I have registered all students into this Challenge. We are hoping to meet the Challenge 100% this year. I have 

spoken to all classes and readied their forms into display folders which will be kept in the eCentre. As students 

complete the Challenge, they can fill in the details into their forms.   

   

Every student who completes the challenge will receive a Certificate of Achievement signed by the Premier.  It 

will be my great pleasure to present these certificates during the Premier’s Reading Challenge celebration 

weeks to be held 5 – 9 November 2017.   

 

For more information about the Premier’s Reading Challenge, please visit:  

http://education.qld.gov.au/schools/readingchallenge/    

 

You can play a big part in your children’s future by encouraging them to be part of this positive initiative.    

  

 Readers Cup 2018 

Another great day for McAuley College! Two           

enthusiastic teams of readers attended the competition 

at St Mary’s College in Ipswich on Tuesday 29 June. 

Our teams had committed to read the five allocated 

books over the last couple of months. Twenty-one 

teams from various schools participated in this regional        

competition presented by a famous author, James  

Moloney. I am proud to report that our students          

represented the College beautifully and supported each 

other as a team despite the difficulty of arriving late due 

to unforeseen transport issues, and the 

complexity and intricacy of the questions! Even without a round of 

scores, we placed 10
th
 and 13

th
! This was an amazing         

achievement for our small College.  I would like to congratulate the 

team on their effort and excellence. Like them, I can’t wait for next 

year!   

 

Yours in reading 

Melanie Burr  

Teacher-Librarian    

http://education.qld.gov.au/schools/readingchallenge/


Chess News  

On the 23
rd

 May, eight students made up two inaugural teams who         

represented the College at the regional Gardiner Chess competition held at 

King’s College, Reedy Creek. With over ten other schools to compete with, 

the students played with determination, skill and enjoyment. All students 

won at least one game. In light of competing against some very              

experienced players and well-established teams, our students made me 

very proud. Well done!  

 Mrs Meanie Burr, Teacher Librarian 



Frassati Celebration Day 

On Friday 25 May, Frassati House hosted a successful Frassati 

Celebration Day during a whole-school assembly. The celebration 

began with the students of Frassati showcasing their creativity in a 

rap performance about Pier Giorgio Frassati. Four very talented 

rappers led the performance: Bryce Teese, Gabrielle Wilson,   

Charlie Love and Maddison Townsend.  

 

The amazing rap performance was followed 

by other students of Frassati House speaking about Pier Giorgio doing God’s work 

through the Catholic values of love and compassion. This year, Frassati House 

chose to link these values by making a connection to animal welfare. The students 

and staff of McAuley College have a profound love for, and connection with many 

different animals. To capture this, I put together a beautiful slide show of photos of 

the many different animals that McAuley College’s students and staff care for. It was 

wonderful to share and celebrate our love for God’s creatures.  

 

Frassati House chose to focus their act of service on animal welfare by focusing on the 

RSPCA. They did this by inviting all PC groups to create paw print keyrings made from 

felt. These keyrings will be used to fundraise for the RSPCA later on in the year. It was 

fantastic to see McAuley College’s dedication to putting their faith into action once 

again.  

The Frassati Celebration Day assembly ended with Frassati students hosting a             

delicious white sweet stall morning tea. We had everything from cupcakes to lemonade 

spiders! I am extremely proud of our Frassati family for hosting yet another fun and    

successful Celebration Day! 

 

Mrs. Brechin – Frassati 1 PC teacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







Under 8’s Week—Language & Culture 


