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Welcome back to Term Four! It was lovely to greet the students on Tuesday 

and welcome them back to McAuley College for the start of our final term of 

the year. As I mentioned to the students, it will be the last time we begin a 

term, with just us. Next year, as our Year 7 students move into Year 8, we will 

welcome a new cohort of approximately 60 students to join our community. I 

continue to reflect and I am in awe of the work we have achieved this year, 

and I thank the students and staff for their ongoing efforts in building strong 

foundations this year, which will benefit not just the students in 2018, but   

students for many years to come. The legacy we build may in fact be one that 

will benefit the children of our current students, or to be even cheekier,     

maybe their grandkids! 

I know I have said this many times, but for a small 

school what amazing opportunities our             

foundation students have both in the learning 

and teaching, but also in the array of co-curricular 

activities on offer. This week, we commenced     

Guitar lessons with six students enrolled. This 

means across the College we would have close to 

30% of our students engaged in Instrumental     

Lessons, being either Guitar or Piano. We warmly 

welcome Mr Lachlan Bradshaw who joins our   

Music staff, along with Ms Joanna Funk and       

Ms Rebecca Teese. What a talented team of     

Musicians we have assisting our students to grow 

and develop their love of Music.  

Today, we opened the Canteen in its full operation. It is certainly my pleasure 

to hand over the reins and I am pleased to introduce our newly appointed 

Canteen Convenor, Mrs Sonya Riddle. Sonya will bring great experience and 

expertise to the role. I take this opportunity to thank Mrs Andrea van der 

Togt, our Acting Business Manager, for the huge amount of work she has     

undertaken to make this a reality. Thank you, Andrea. 

 

Friday 13 October 

Bojaxhiu Celebration Day 
 

Monday 16 October 

Professional Development Day  

Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 20 October 

Whole School Excursion           

All Saints’ Musical Production 

 

Friday 17 November 

Opening and Blessing of 

McAuley College—Stage One 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The canteen will open  on 

WEDNESDAY 11 AND 

THURSDAY 12 OCTOBER.   

This is due to our Bojaxhiu   

celebrations on  

Friday 13 October 

 

Uniform Shop 
New operating hours: 

Tuesday        8:00 -10:00 AM 

Thursday       1:30 - 3:30 PM 
 

Enrolments 
We are currently enrolling students for 

Year 7  and 8 for 2018 and Year 7 for 

2019.        



Next Friday, we are excited to celebrate the last of our House Celebration Days with Bojaxhiu, some in the blue 

team may say they have left the best to last. Part of our service focus will be to prepare Birthing Kits for women 

in underprivileged countries in partnership with the Zonta group of Beaudesert. I acknowledge and thank Zonta 

for giving our students and staff this experience.  

All the best for a great fortnight ahead.  

In Mercy, 

Deidre Young 

Principal 

 

Mercy – a defining quality 

On the final day of Term Three, and as was reported in the last McAuley College Newsletter, the College            

celebrated its first Mercy Day.  The day was a very joyous occasion as we celebrated our McAuley College      

community.  As we grow as a College we will continue to develop our Mercy Day.  The day will always celebrate 

our community, however, we will more and more focus on that word: Mercy.   

 

We may recall that one of Pope Francis’ early universal actions was in calling a ‘Jubilee Year of Mercy’ for 2016. 

Pope Francis symbolically threw open the Holy Door of St Peter’s as a sign of the bountiful mercy of God.  The 

quality of Mercy has continued to be a defining characteristic of our           

Holy Father’s leadership.  

 

This morning I had the great pleasure of working with Sister Mary Lawson 

rsm, a member of the Sisters of Mercy Brisbane Congregational Leadership 

Team.  Sister Mary has been instrumental in guiding our College as we        

develop our Mercy charism.  Later this year, Sister Mary will lead our new 

staff through the journey of the Sisters of Mercy and broader Catholic      

community of the Scenic Rim in helping to position McAuley College’s place 

in this journey and therefore the place of each staff member in this journey.   

 

The quality of mercy was central to the mission of Catherine McAuley.  It was 

her desire to show God’s mercy to the poor, sick, and uneducated of 19th 

century Dublin that was at the heart of her mission. Catherine and her Sisters 

instructed hundreds of poor children and housed distressed women. From there her Sisters went forth to nurse 

the sick in their homes and in the public hospitals, and to perform the various corporal and spiritual works of 

mercy.  They worked against the deliberate Government policy which spawned the Penal Code that was aimed 

at reducing the Catholic Irish to the “status of a miserable people without property or education.” 
 

It can be a counter-intuitive thing, mercy. When we are wronged it is often a natural response to seek                

retribution, to get our own back.  It often burns within us when we feel that someone has cheated the system or 

‘got one over us’.  Social media becomes a platform for retribution and radio and TV shows are built on the     

notion of ousting the wrongs of others and ensuring that justice is meted out.   
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENTS 

Charlie Love was selected in a Coomera/Beaudesert Rugby League Representative side 
that played in Norfolk Island over the September holidays.   

Charlie had great time and played well for the team.  He enjoyed the opportunity to 
compete at an international level. 

Well done Charlie we are very proud of you. 

Special Achievements 

We would like to showcase the special achievements of our students, staff and community members in 

our newsletter. This is not just isolated to what happens at school and encourage parents and students to     

contact us with any news to celebrate… a Sporting Team victory, passing another grade in an AMEB exam, 

achieving the next belt in Karate… and the list goes on. 

Mrs Young 

LEARN… In action 

Welcome back to our final and shortest term of the year.  I hope everyone had a wonderful two weeks break 

and your preferred football team(s) won last weekend.  I was supporting the Richmond Tigers, the North 

Queensland Cowboys and the Wallabies.  Fortunately, the mighty Tigers won but sadly the Cowboys came      

second, and the Wallabies once again struggled to get the upper hand in the Rugby Championship in South     

Africa. A 30% success rate isn’t bad. 

Term Four is traditionally a shorter term being only nine weeks long.  However, there is a lot that happens in 

this term, especially this year with our Blessing and Opening on the 17 November.  We also have a Staff     

Professional Development Day on Monday 16 October.  This day has long been known as Verification/CTJ 

(Consistency of Teacher Judgement) Day.  Verification refers to the process in our current senior education 

system where all Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) Senior Syllabus panels meet 

across the state to verify school submissions in preparation for Exit which happens in a few weeks’ time.  

This is an important process in our current system because the panels verify that the proposed exit levels of 

achievement for Year 12 students meet the syllabus exit standards.  Our students won’t encounter this      

system. By the time our inaugural students reach Year 12 the new senior external assessment system will 

have been in place for three years. 

It can be a challenge to develop and to value a culture of mercy in a school. We struggle, on the one hand, 

with the desire to teach young people that their actions have consequences and that we cannot let things 

go ‘unpunished’ for this may in some way give others the freedom to act in a similar way.   On the other 

hand, we seek to show forgiveness and acknowledge that each person’s journey involves mistakes.  At the 

end of the day we too are called to be prophets of a God whose name Pope Francis reminds us, is mercy. 
 

Many thanks to all parents for your ongoing support of the College in the education of your child.  

David Harris 

Assistant Principal— Religious Education 



Consistency of Teacher Judgement (CTJ) is a process similar to the moderation process that Brisbane Catholic 

Education uses for all schools at this time of the year.  Schools compare assessment tasks and student              

performance in a Religion and one other subject.  It’s similar to the verification processes that QCAA runs, but 

more importantly it allows high quality professional discussion and learning among teachers. 

As I mentioned earlier, I hope your preferred football teams won last weekend.  Given their performance to 

date I’m hoping the Wallabies lift for that game in Argentina this Sunday and come away with a win.  Have a 

great fortnight. 

Michael Darcy 

Deputy Principal 

 

SPORTS NEWS 

Mercy Day Games  

 

On the last day of Term Three we 

held our Inaugural Mercy Day    

celebrations where we concluded 

with an Interhouse Games           

carnival.  All students participated 

with great enthusiasm and    

demonstrated impressive House 

spirit. Congratulations to Mrs Burr, 

Mrs Houston, Mrs Young and the 

Bojaxhiu house for finishing the 

afternoon victorious.   

Thursday Sport  

Upon completion of the SECA season in Term Three, Thursday afternoon Sport consisted of an Interhouse 

round robin competition where students played newcombe ball, touch football, soccer and European         

handball.  The competition was very close, with Frassati House finishing overall winners of the competition.          

Congratulations to Mrs Brechin, Mr Harris, Mrs Storrs and all Frassati students.   
 

Morning Training  

Morning training will continue in Term Four with running and circuit training each Friday at the College        

commencing at 7:00 am.  This term we will also be trialling swimming training on a Wednesday morning from 

7:30am at the Beaudesert Swimming Pool.  Students will meet at the pool to complete morning training       

before using the facilities to prepare for school.  Students will be transported to the College by bus in time for 

the school day.  Further information will be presented to students and permission forms will be available for 

collection on Monday.  

 

Amy Richards 

Sports Coordinator 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Madonna King Parent Evening hosted by Parents 

and Friends Association Queensland 

24 October 2017, at St Thomas More College, 

Troughton Rd & Turton St, Sunnybank 

6:00pm to 8:00pm 
 

This is a free event starting at 6:00pm with light       

refreshments for a 6:30pm start. 
 

If you would like to attend this evening register here. 

Well it happened—we opened and 

everything went according to plan. 

Orders were received, swipe cards 

worked and there were happy       

students and staff all round. 

Thank you Mrs Riddle, Mrs  Heit and 

Mrs van der Togt for a job well done. 

 

Sign-up for Beaudesert Scouts 

Welcome Maddie Townsend 

Maddie is from Texas, Qld and has 

recently moved to Beaudesert. 

Maddie enjoys touch football, 

netball and AFL. 

We hope you have a wonderful 

and time at McAuley College. 
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