
There are many moments across this year when I have felt extremely proud to be part of the 

McAuley College community, and last Tuesday was no exception. The staff and students     

provided a wonderful showcase of our school to the many visitors who came to our Evening 

Expo. 

Across the evening we welcomed over 60 families who 

walked away impressed by the welcoming and dynamic 

learning environment at McAuley College. Our visitors 

certainly appreciated the new state-of-the-art learning 

facilities in our picturesque surrounds, but were even 

more overwhelmed by the passion that was evident 

through interactions with our staff for the learning and 

teaching, and the students in our care.  

As I said to the students this week on assembly, all the marketing in the world could never 

compete with people seeing and experiencing first-hand how we enact our values here at 

McAuley College through our words and actions. Each student last Tuesday were wonderful 

examples of Keeping it REAL at McAuley by; 

• Showing RESPECT through their welcoming of visitors; 

• Showing EXCELLENCE through their words and actions being inspirational; 

• Showing ACT RESPONSIBLY by representing the College in the best way they can; and 

• Showing LIVE WITH INTEGRITY by being a true team player. 
 

Of course, I thank and acknowledge staff and students, not just for our Evening Expo but for 

all the events where they have been called upon to be representatives of the College. More 

recently this has included the Boonah Show and the St Mary’s Year 5 Gala Day, of which   

photos can be found later in our newsletter. I also remind our parents of the upcoming         

St Mary’s Community Fete on Saturday 21 July, where McAuley College will be overseeing 

the Chocolate Wheel.  

 

 

Thursday  22 June 
Gala Day for St Mary’s  

Year 6 Students 
 

Friday 23 June 
Athletics Carnival 

End of Term 2 
 

Monday 10 July 
Start of Term 3 

 

Uniform Shop 

New operating hours from Term 
Three: 
Monday         8:00 -10:00 AM 
Thursday       1:30 - 3:30 PM 
 

Enrolments 

We are currently enrolling  students 
for Year 7 for 2018 and 2019.   
 
If you have a child or know of    
someone who would like to have 
their child attend McAuley College, 
please complete the online         
Enrolment Application form or   
contact the College for a hardcopy 
5542 3000. 

Issue 11:    16 June 2017 

2016 Boonah Show just D1 &D2 

2017 LOOK AT US NOW!!! 
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The Archbishop has asked that all members of our community receive a statement issued through the parish which I have attached with 

this newsletter.  

In Mercy, 

Deidre Young  

Principal 

 

BELIEVE… In action 

Pentecost 

Recently Christians around the world celebrated Pentecost.  The word “Pentecost” comes from the Greek 

word pentekostos, which means “fifty.”  The term originally referred to a Jewish holiday known as the       

Festival of Weeks (Shavuot in Hebrew).  Shavuot was originally a harvest festival but, in time, turned into a 

day to commemorate the giving of God’s law to Moses on Mt. Sinai. This day became especially significant 

for Christians because, seven weeks after the resurrection of Jesus, during the Jewish celebration of          

Shavuot/Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the disciples, empowering them for their mission 

and gathering them together as a church.   Pentecost is regarded as the “birth” of the Christian Church. 

Pentecost is recorded in the New Testament book known as The Acts of the Apostles: 

“And when the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples of Jesus were all together in one place. All of a sudden, a sound came from 

heaven, like a strong wind, filling the house where the people had gathered. Something like tongues of fire rested on their heads.  

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit”. 

Pentecost is an extraordinary event.  Historically, the events of Pentecost may never be repeated. However, everything that the infilling 

with the Holy Spirit accomplished in the hearts of the disciples at Pentecost is promised to us today.  It is a gift given by God that       

enables us to be guided in truth and to find peace in our often very complex lives.  St Paul in his letter to the Galatians speaks of the 

fruits of the Holy Spirit.  They include love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

As I listened to the homily on Pentecost Sunday, I was encouraged in the reminder that I do not journey through life in my own 

strength, but that I can seek the strength of God’s spirit in all that I do.  I will endeavour to spend a little more time in prayer each day to 

find that truth and peace in my life and to seek those fruits of the Holy Spirit.   

As a Catholic College, we invite our students to grow in their awareness of the action of God in their life.  I certainly pray that each     

member of our College community can experience a pentecost in our lives and grow in the fruits of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

Many thanks to all parents for your ongoing support of the College in the education of your child.  

David Harris 
Assistant Principal – Religious Education 

Finally, we say a big welcome to Fr Kevin 

Njoku who arrived this week ready to settle 

into Parish masses this weekend. It was    

lovely to meet Fr Kevin on Thursday and we 

look forward to working more closely with 

him as he settles into the community 

On Monday we had a welcomed visit from the Beaudesert Sub-Branch 

of the RSL who presented the College with a Certificate of Participation 

for our involvement in the ANZAC Day Parade.  They also presented us 

with a ‘banner holder’ which was very much appreciated. 

Deidre Young, Janet Heit, Errol Guilfoyle,  

Les Allen with Bronagh Nally, Zac Mackay  

and Melanie Gustar 



LEARN… In action 

Cyber Safety 

The internet now plays a vital role in our educational processes and is a necessary tool for our young people and their learning.  The 

majority of students these days have access to the internet on a range of platforms that include school internet connections, home WiFi 

networks, mobile phones, free WiFi hotspots, etc.  Although most internet interactions by children are safe, we still need to be careful.  

Over the next few newsletters I would like to step you through a few things that parents can do to ensure their children are safe whilst 

using the internet. 

The best way to start is to look at some statistics about kids online.  Based on a survey commissioned by the Office of Children’s eSafety 

Commissioner in the 12 months to June 2016 the following statistics were identified: 

90% or parents thought their child benefitted from being online; 

60% of parents thought their child was exposed to risks online; 

55% of parents could see both the benefits and risks of their child being online. 

The survey also found that 66% of parents are confident in their ability to protect their child online.  38% of parents indicated they 

needed information about online safety while 29% of parents indicated they needed information about appropriate internet usage for 

children.  However only 27% of parents sought or received information about children’s online safety. 

So what can parents do to ensure their children are enjoying an internet experience that is as safe as possible? 

Firstly, parents can take a “hands on” approach. This includes activities such as assisting their children with online tasks, engaging in 

joint online activities and listening to their child’s online problems. 

Secondly, parents can monitor their child’s online activity by watching what they do online, regularly checking browsing history and 

their child’s social media profile as well as checking who their children were friending, what groups they were engaging with and who 

was friending them online. 

Thirdly, parents need to limit their child’s use of the internet.  This can be done by asking children to reduce their online time. However, 

if that does not work temporarily removing devices, disabling data access or using internet filters can assist in reducing the amount of 

time children have on the internet.  It is also wise to disable in-app purchase on devices such as smart phones and iPads. 

Most parents also established rules about when and how long their children can be online, the websites they can access, the types of 

accounts they can have and suitable apps they can have downloaded on their smart phones and iPads. 

Finally, parents need to talk with their children about the things mentioned above as well as being responsible and respectful online and 

ways to stay safe.  The more dialogue parents have with children the more likely kids will be open and honest with parents about what 

they are doing in the ever-growing cyber world. 

There are positives and negatives with all technology and the internet is no different.  

Where schools and universities are quickly engaging in the positives that the internet 

brings to improve student learning, we also see criminals engaging in activities such as the 

recent ransomware attacks in Europe and the US.  It’s important to remember that we   

engage with the internet for positive reasons, but in doing so, we need to put into place 

the things mentioned above to ensure those that wish to misuse this elegant piece of     

technology can’t do so. 

Have a great fortnight. 

Michael Darcy 

Deputy Principal 

 

On Friday 9 June we had a visit from the BCE South Curriculum 

Team.  This team comprised of education officers who provide 

support and expertise in the area of teaching and learning. 

They enjoyed learning walks and talks with the students and 

were very impressed with staff and student engagement     

relating to our writing focus. 

Visits of this nature are very beneficial to both our staff and 

students as we journey together to improve our student 

written literacies. 



 
 
 
 

Our focus as a College this year is on writing. We have developed a SMART goal to improve student written literacy and have been 

working towards achieving this goal through reflective practice and the use of consistent and explicit teaching strategies. Our first   

strategy is in the area of punctuation. We have been focusing on helping students identify why punctuation is important as well as 

when it is needed in their writing. Good punctuation assists with making meaning when we read and is important in any subject studied 

at school.  

Last week, the students were introduced to the “McAuley College Editing Code.” They have received a laminated card with seven key 

codes to help them practise editing their written work better. This card will be kept in their diaries and used in classes at the end of 

writing. Students will be encouraged to use the code on work that is submitted both electronically and in printed form. Below are some 

pictures of the students working collaboratively in Maths class to identify where punctuation was needed in texts. They used great    

reflective practice in action!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mel Burr 

Teacher/Librarian 
 
 

SPORTS NEWS  

The challenge went out and the students responded …  

With joggers on our enthusiastic athletes endured mounds of freshly 

mown grass to take part in the 3000 metre run around our oval. 

         Congratulations to all who took part    

        and well done to those who took out a place   

 

Athletics  

On Friday 23 June we will hold our final inter-house carnival for the 

year, our Inaugural Athletics Carnival.  As we continue to develop 

our facilities here at the College our carnival will take place at         

St Mary’s Oval, with students transported via bus after the          

commencement of our school day.  With a number of track and field events scheduled, we are 

once again seeking support from parents who may be able to provide assistance with timing, measuring and recording throughout the 

day.  Permission forms have been sent home this week and further information, including the schedule of events will be published for 

students early next week.    

 



Around the Community  

On Wednesday 5 July, the Gold Coast Titans will host a NAIDOC event at Firth Park Mudgeeraba.  While this event will take place on the 

holidays, school students are invited to join the Gold Coast Titans in partnership with Deadly Choices and Preston Campbell Foundation 

to join in a great day of celebration, activities, games and stalls.  Please visit titans.com.au/naidoc for further information.  

On Monday 25 June, Easts Rugby Club in Brisbane will host a Rugby 7’s Holiday Clinic for U12-U14 girls.  Please don’t hesitate to contact 

me if you would like some further information about this opportunity.   

Equestrian 

As we move into the second half of our 2017 year and into 2018, we will look to offer opportunities in equestrian for any students who 

may be interested.  We have recently been investigating some Equestrian Queensland school competitions and will continue to gather 

further information as we receive expressions of interest from students.   

Upcoming Pacific Rim Trials  

An updated list of Pacific District sporting trials can be found on the South Coast website; https://southcoastschoolsport.eq.edu.au/

Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/pacific%20rim/2017-pacific-district-trial-information-south-coast-website-

current-as-of-6-03-2017.pdf 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or queries about the nomination process.   

Amy Richards—Sports Coordinator 

 

Thoughts from the Guidance Counsellor 

Raising resilient teenagers 
Last week I shared with you some thoughts around what is ‘resilience’ and why it is important. This week, as promised,           
I share with you Karen Young, Psychologist, top tips for building resilient young people.  
 
Resilience building tips: For more detailed information visit her website (www.heysigmund.com). 
 

 Resilience needs relationships, not uncompromising independence. Research tells us that the reliable presence of at least one 
supportive relationship is what helps young people through adversity; 

 

 Increase their exposure to people who care about them; 
 

 Let them know that it’s okay to ask for help; 
 

 Build their executive functioning by establishing routines; creative play; board games are good for learning turn taking,       
planning, working memory, and mental flexibility; giving them opportunities to think and act independently;                  
providing opportunities for them to make their own decisions; 

 

 Encourage a regular mindfulness practice to strengthen their calming response to stress; 
 

 Build exercise into the daily routine, anything that gets kids moving is great and if you can make it fun that’s even better; 
 

 Build feelings of competence and a sense of mastery by acknowledging their strengths, the brave things they do, and their   
effort when they do something difficult or make a good decision; 

 

 Nurture optimism eg. ‘It’s disappointing when it rains on sports day isn’t it. Let’s make the most of this. What’s something we 
can do on a rainy day that we probably wouldn’t do if it was sunny?’ The idea is to focus on what is left, rather than what has 
been lost.  

 

 Teach them how to reframe by acknowledging their disappointment, then gently steer them away from looking at what the 
problem has cost them, towards the opportunities it might have brought them; 

 

 Model resiliency as imitation is such a powerful way to learn;   
 

 Allow them to face their fears – but with support; 
 

 Nurture a growth mindset, i.e. the belief that people have the potential to change. We can change, and so can other people;  
 

 

https://southcoastschoolsport.eq.edu.au/Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/pacific%20rim/2017-pacific-district-trial-information-south-coast-website-current-as-of-6-03-2017.pdf
https://southcoastschoolsport.eq.edu.au/Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/pacific%20rim/2017-pacific-district-trial-information-south-coast-website-current-as-of-6-03-2017.pdf
https://southcoastschoolsport.eq.edu.au/Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/pacific%20rim/2017-pacific-district-trial-information-south-coast-website-current-as-of-6-03-2017.pdf
http://www.heysigmund.com


 Encourage them to take safe, considered risks, eg. ‘I love how brave you are. When you try harder and harder at things, they 
might not always work out, but it means you’re getting stronger, smarter, braver and you’ll be closer to getting it next time.’ 

 

 Don’t rush to their rescue.  It is in the precious space between falling and standing back up again that they learn how to find 
their feet;  

 

 Meet them where they are.  Resilience isn’t about never falling down. It’s about getting back up again, and there’s no hurry 
for this to happen;  

 

 Let them know that you trust their capacity to cope, and to solve their own problems; 
 

 Make time for creativity and play. Problem-solving is a creative process. Anything that strengthens their problem-solving 
skills will nurture their resilience;  

 

 Shhh. Let them talk.  Try to resist solving their problems for them.  Problem-solving is a wonderful skill to have, and their 
time talking to you, and coming up with ideas, will build it beautifully;  

 

 Try, ‘how’, not ‘why’ when they make mistakes e.g. rather than 'why did you do that?' try 'how do you think that happened?'; 
 

 Let them know they are loved unconditionally which will help learn that they can give that solid foundation to themselves, and 
build their belief in themselves. It’s the best thing they’ll ever believe in.  

 
All the best as we work to support each other in your role as parent and ours as teacher for your child to flourish and     
become young resilient adults. 
 

Kym Houston, Guidance Counsellor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music at McAuley 

This week has seen students participate in Taste Tester piano lessons with our piano 

teacher, Joanna Funk. They were given the opportunity to enjoy a free 20 minute lesson 

with Joanna, which was a great introduction to not only the piano, but lessons with Jo-

anna, too. We have had fantastic feedback from those students regarding their lessons 

and looking forward to students enrolling in piano lessons. Piano lessons will be $30 for 

a 30 minute lesson.  

Similarly, Caryn Eastman, the guitar and strings 

teacher, performed for the students in this week’s 

assembly. Her performance has seen a number of 

students put their names down as interested in learn-

ing the guitar. Guitar lessons are available as group 

lessons (with a maximum of 4 students per group) at 

$21 per student for 30 minutes. Alternatively, single 

lessons (for guitar and strings) are available for $38 

for 30 minutes. Flyers have been attached to the 

newsletter with information. We are excited to be 

able to offer this opportunity of instrumental lessons 

to the students and look forward to building a love of 

music within the College. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The girls did a great 

job of handing out 

balloons and the 

Crackup Sisters 

made us laugh. 

Mr Darcy found his 

new set of wheels, 

and so did Anna! 

EXPO EVENING 

People were greeted by our friendly Tour Guides and taken on a fun and educational trip around the College 



Welcome St Mary’s Year 5s  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


