
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every week, every day, every hour… there seems to be another historic moment 

or first… in the beginning story of McAuley College. I write this today after a visit 

to our students who are working for the first time in our Design Studios, aptly 

named iCUBE. Already, we can see the wonderful work that will be produced 

in these spaces where the priority is for student to innovate, create, unleash, 

believe and engage!!! 

Last week, the College celebrated our inaugural Opening Mass and Swimming 

Carnival. Both were wonderful events for the College enjoyed by staff, students, 

parents and our wider community. I acknowledge and thank Fr Michael 

McKeaten for presiding over our mass. It was lovely to welcome so many 

community members and parishioners. In particular, we thank Sr Mary Lawson 

rsm, Sisters of Mercy Brisbane Congregational Leadership team and Sr 

Catharina Robinson rsm, Past Principal of St Mary’s Primary School, both mentors 

and great friends of the College, for their support and attendance on this 

auspicious occasion. The students were exemplary in their behaviour and 

presentation and I congratulate them publicly for the manner in which they 

represented the College.  

      
 

I spoke to Year 7 on Monday at our whole school assembly regarding the 

importance of each student playing their part in building the reputation and 

legacy of McAuley College. It is for this reason we have developed with our 

staff and students the Positive Behaviours for Learning (PB4L), “Keeping it REAL 

at McAuley”. It provides a common set of behaviours, developed by our staff 

and students, which we expect from all members of our community in building 

a school that values Respect, Excellence, Act Responsibly and Live with 

Integrity. We talked about the importance of all members of the group, working 

together as a TEAM to achieve this… and how it affects us all if one person does 

not meet those “Keeping it REAL at McAuley” principles. 

 

Wednesday 1 March 
9:00 am Ash Wednesday Mass 
St Mary's Parish Church 
 
Friday 17 March  
St Patrick's Day 
NO Way to Bullying 
 
Monday 20 March 
Mackillop House Celebration 
Day 
 
Tuesday 21 March 
5:30–7:00 pm Meet and Greet 
Evening for Parents and 
Information Evening 
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       Use of the McAuley College Diary 

Certainly, on Friday, I saw and experienced some wonderful examples of students engaging fully from our whole 

school     mass, to those who gave of their best at the swimming carnival. Well done to all those students for Keeping 

it REAL! 

Next week, will mark the start of Lent with Ash Wednesday. It will be wonderful for our student to join the wider St 

Mary’s Parish at the 9.00 am mass.  

It is hard to believe we are already over the hump of the term… and heading towards the Easter holidays. Lots of 

excitement as we near the completion of Stage One buildings and I am hoping by the time I write our next 

newsletter article; we will be in the Catherine McAuley Administration Centre. Fingers crossed! 

Deidre Young 

Principal 

BELIEVE… In action 

Ash Wednesday  

Ash Wednesday signals the commencement of the Church’s season of Lent.  Ash Wednesday takes place 46 days 

before Easter Sunday, and is observed by Catholics around the world. Ash Wednesday traces its roots back to the 

second century when people would wear ashes as a sign of entering a period of reflection and penance.  It retains 

this symbolism and significance today. 

The College community will be joining the St Mary’s parish and St Mary’s Primary school for the Ash Wednesday 

Mass at 9:00 am on 1 March.  The Mass will be celebrated at St Mary’s Parish Church, Bromelton St, Beaudesert.  

Students will be transported to the Church from the College.   

Lent  

Following Ash Wednesday, we enter the Church’s liturgical season of Lent.  Lent is a special time of prayer, penance, 

sacrifice and good works in preparation for the celebration of Easter.  The observance of 40 days of Lent dates 

back to the 4th Century and has traditionally be accompanied with elements of abstinence, such as not eating 

meat or eating fish on Fridays.  More recently, there has been a greater focus on the promotion of good works 

during Lent.  Caritas Australia’s annual Lenten fundraising and awareness-raising appeal, Project Compassion, is an 

example of the promotion of good works that help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity.  This year 

McAuley College will join in the Caritas Middle East Crisis Appeal.  

The College will work with students in developing a sense of solidarity with the people of Syria through education 

and encouraging students to give of their time to raise money for the Caritas appeal for Middle-East refugees.  Each 

student at McAuley College will have a sponsorship sheet for family and friends to sponsor them in completing small 

jobs in order to raise money for the appeal.  The emphasis is on building a sense of solidarity through giving of their 

time and energy to assist those in need, specifically the refugees of Syria.  The amount of sponsorship is up to the 

family and not the primary focus of the appeal. 

 

The student diary is an essential tool in assisting 

students to develop productive organisational skills.  

At McAuley College, students commence their day 

by writing in the subjects for each day into their 

diary.    

This is to assist them in planning their day and 

ensuring that they are aware of what materials are 

required for each period of the day.  Students are 

then given time at the completion of each lesson 

to write their homework into their diary 

This is to be written to the right of the corresponding 

lesson.  In addition, the diary contains information 

and activities that address academic, social and 

wellbeing skills and knowledge. 

The College diary also contains a lot of information 

in relation to College policies as well as expected 

and productive behaviours.    

 

Subjects 



  

 

 

Parents and carers please check your son /daughter’s diary on a regular basis.  This will allow you to assist your 

son/daughter in developing the skill of using the diary, as well as informing you of any homework or upcoming 

tasks that require attention. 

Many thanks to all parents for your ongoing support of the College and the education of your child.  

May God bless you and your family.  

David Harris 

APRE 
 

LEARN… In action 

 

Information Technology 

Last week students were issued with their DELL laptops.  Since then I have been working with students to ensure 

they have access to their laptop, the College Portal and that their BCE One Drive is properly installed.  As with 

any IT roll-out, this process went smoothly and most students could easily access our BCE systems.  A small number 

of students encountered login issues related to their passwords but these were quickly resolved with support from 

BCE. 

With students now connected to our network teachers will begin integrating online resources into their lessons.  

Thanks to Mrs Burr students now have a desktop shortcut to the JacPlus website where they can access their 

textbooks online.  We have also started to introduce students to the College Portal.  This is the communication 

hub for our College.  From the portal students can access daily notices, their webmail accounts as well as all the 

programs in the Microsoft Office 365 suite, which is made available to them as a student in Brisbane Catholic 

Education.   

In the coming week parents will receive notification of a Parent Information evening about student laptops and 

ICT use in the College. 

 

Curriculum 

This week our Teacher Librarian, Mrs Melanie Burr, conducted the first of our Writing Analysis Tasks for the year.  

The Writing Analysis Task is a system wide approach to assessing student literacy in Brisbane Catholic Education.  

The task is administered as part of the normal in-class activities.  The College teaching staff will work with BCE 

staff during a Twilight professional development evening next Tuesday to mark these tasks against agreed 

criteria to give us base line data on our students’ literacy.  This data will then be analysed and used to inform 

strategies that will be used to support students to improve their literacy in the area of writing. 

The Writing Analysis Task is one of a number of tools BCE uses to measure student literacy.  Literacy has been 

identified as an essential capability and as such is a significant focus across our schools as we work to help 

students improve their overall literacy. 

 

Have a great fortnight. 

Michael Darcy 

Deputy Principal 

 

SPORTS NEWS: 

A busy Term One of Sport continues with Thursday afternoon round robin rotations, SECA OzTag Carnival, SECA 

Swimming Carnival and Cross Country training sessions to be held within the coming weeks.   



  

 

 

Swimming Carnival  

Last Friday we held our Inaugural College Swimming Carnival at Beaudesert Swimming Pool and I am sure all 

those in attendance would agree that the afternoon was a true reflection of our already impressive McAuley 

College spirit.  Participation was high and house spirit was flowing as our Year 7 cohort made the most of their 

opportunities to cool down with a swim and get involved.  One of the highlights of the afternoon was the 

Salmon Relay, where students swam in their House groups for 10 minutes to earn as many points as possible for 

their team.   

Special thanks must go to the parent volunteers who assisted with timing and marshalling throughout the 

afternoon.  Thank you too to all spectators who came to share in the spirit, it was certainly great to have so 

many of the McAuley College community join us at this special event.   

Congratulations must also go to our Inaugural Age Champions and new McAuley College record holders.  

 

Aged Champions 

12 Years Girls  

Winner: Anna Brandon  

Runner up: Felicity Greber  

12 Years Boys  

Winner: Charlie Love  

Runner up: Jayden Tomlinson  

13 Years Girls  

Winner: Gabrielle Wilson  

Runner up: Abi Henry  

13 Years Boys  

Winner: Samuel Blyton  

Runner up: Jake Robinson   

 

Morning Training  

The next major Sporting Carnival on our school calendar is Cross Country, which is scheduled to be held on the 

last day of Term One, Friday 31 March.  In preparation for the carnival, we invite students to join morning training 

which will be held each Friday before school commencing at 7:00 am and concluding by approximately 7:30 

am.  Permission forms were sent home this week and if any students are interested, please encourage them to 

see me for further information.   

Upcoming Pacific Rim Trials  

Please see information below regarding upcoming Pacific Rim trials.  Nominations are due by 3:00 pm on those 

dates listed below.  

Please be advised of the following age divisions; 

• 12 years  born 2005 

• 13 years  born 2004 
 

To nominate, please email aherron@bne.catholic.edu.au as soon as possible.  

Sport  Age/Gender  Trial Date  Trial Location  NOMINATIONS 

DUE  

Hockey  13-19yrs BOYS/GIRLS No trial N/A 3.3.17 

Basketball  10-12yrs BOYS/GIRLS 14.3.17 Chisholm CC 3.3.17 

Soccer 10-12yrs GIRLS 15.3.17 Pimpama SSC 10.3.17 

Rugby Union  13-15yrs BOYS 16.3.17 Windaroo Valley 

SHS 

10.3.17 

Touch Football 

Beaudesert Zone  

10-12yrs BOYS 22.3.17 Emmaus College  10.3.17 

Softball  12yr GIRLS  22.3.17 Windaroo SS 10.3.17 

Touch Football U15yrs BOYS 23.3.17 TBC 17.3.17 

Touch Football  U15yrs GIRLS  23.3.17 Emmaus College 17.3.17 

 

mailto:aherron@bne.catholic.edu.au


  

 

Sam, Gabi, Abi and Anna – Swimming  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pacific Rim Trials 

A number of students have already competed in trials across the Pacific Rim District, proudly flying the McAuley 

College flag.  Congratulations to all participants and best wishes to those who have trials in the coming weeks.  

Special mention goes to Anna Brandon (Swimming), Ashlee Challis (Netball) and Charlie Love (Rugby League) who 

have qualified for the next level of competition.  

 

St Paddy’s Day Dinner  

Do you enjoy good food, friends and a great social evening?  Then join us at the St Mary’s Parish Dinner as we 

celebrate the one day of the year when everyone is Irish – St Patrick’s Day. 

The night will be a fun filled affair with displays of Irish dancing, songs by Achoired Taste and a sing-along. There 

are prizes for best dressed Man, Woman and Child so be sure to get into the spirit of the night and bring out your 

inner Leprechaun!  

This fabulous evening will be held in Gallagher Hall, St Mary’s starting at 6.30 pm.  A delicious two course meal 

of fish or roast beef (alternate drop) followed by apple crumble or sticky date pudding will be served and a bar 

will be operating.  

Tickets cost:  

• Adult    $45.00  

• Youth (13-18 years)  $30.00  

• Child    $15.00 (Spaghetti Bolognaise & ice cream for dessert.) 

Tickets are online at www.trybooking.com.  Enter St Paddy’s in the event search and the date 

of 17/3/17. Preferably people will organise a table of ten and book an entire table but you  

can book less than 10 seats at a table then share with whoever else also books. 

 

 



  

 

 

MUSIC NEWS: 

It is exciting to share with you our upcoming initiatives to launch our Music Program at McAuley College.  

Instrumental Program 

The McAuley College Instrumental Music Program will start in Term Two. With an aim to make this an integral part of 

College life, we're asking for expressions of interest from students interested in learning a musical instrument. At this 

stage, we will gauge the level of interest, as well as the instruments requested, and look to build the program from 

this feedback. We are open to all instrument suggestions and will look to find local teachers who will come to the 

school for the music lessons.  

A reminder that the Instrumental lessons will take place during the course of the day, which means students will be 

withdrawn from class for their 30-minute lesson each week. The program is a user pay system and parents should 

express an interest with the understanding that this will come at an additional cost to the family. Depending on the 

instrument, we may also have to negotiate with the family as to whether the College can provide the instrument 

through a loan system or if the student will need to provide their own instrument.  

College Choir 

Following the wonderful success of our College Choir at the Opening Mass, we are looking to establish our choir as 

a regular feature of school life, with a view to performance opportunities both in and outside of school. This is 

something we will look to start in the next week. Rehearsals will be once a week, during the first break with the 

possibility of additional rehearsals when performances are looming. 

We are in a very unique position of being able to cater to the wants of our students and look forward to being able 

to tailor the program to those interested. This opportunity is extended to all students, regardless of current musical 

ability or previous musical background. Music is such a valuable skill to have and we look forward to building this 

program for our inaugural students. 

Mrs Megan Field 

Music Teacher 

 

 

McAULEY COLLEGE INSTRUMENTAL PROGRAM 

 EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 

Please return the completed form to Mrs Megan Field by Friday 3 March 2017 

 

Student Name: ___________________________________________________    PC : _________________________ 

 

Instrument/s of interest:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Have your previously engaged in Instrumental Lessons at your Primary school:  (Circle)      YES     NO 

 

I give permission for my child to participate in the McAuley College Instrumental Program. I understand this will 

require completing 30-minute lesson each week scheduled within the course of the day, with students being 

withdrawn from class. I also understand it is a user-pay system and unless otherwise negotiated, payment will be 

required at the beginning of the term. 

 

 

Signature (Parent/Carer):  _______________________________________________________________ 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


